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"I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it isthe power of God
unto salvation to everyone that believeth." - Romans 1:16

Pope John Paul's Disputable
Influence on Christianity

for faithful servants of our Lord Jesus

Christ to take a stand for the truth, it is
now. Many evangelicals are praising John
Paul 11 for being agreat spiritual |eader. But
why arethey giving such honor totheformer
head of an apostate church which keepsover
ahillion peoplein spiritual darkness?

I f ever there wasamoreimportant time

There aretimeswhen our faith istested and
thisisindeed such atime. Will we honor the
Lord Jesus or praise the pope who denied
thesufficiency of Christ and rejected Hisfin-
ished work of redemption? Will we earnestly
contend for the faith or say what the world
wantsto hear? OntheLarry King Live show
(2/24/05), Billy Graham praised John Paul as
"the greatest moral and spiritual leader of
thelast 100 years." Graham said: "He'strav-
eled thewholeworld, giving hisversion of
the Gospel and spreading the Catholic faith.”
Later onApril 2, after hisdeath, Graham told
King that thereisno question John Paul Il is
now with the Lord. Jack Van Impe also as-
sured his TV audience on April 16 that the
popeisnow in heaven.Rob Moll, the online
assistant editor for Christianity Today
wrote: "The pope stood for truth, asrevealed
in God's Word and his creation."

This pope never claimed to be God, but he
took pleasure in being addressed with titles
reserved for God aone. He usurped thetitles
"Holy Father" from God the Father, "The
Head of the Church" from the Lord Jesus
Christ and "The Vicar of Christ" from the
Holy Spirit, whom Jesus promised to sendin
His place. John Paul often sat in pompous
arrogance on his royal throne as his loyal
subjects knelt before him. Never did he
refuse worship as Peter did when menfell at

his feet. Peter, knowing that only God de-
served such reverence, immediately ordered:
"Stand up; | tooamjust aman” (Acts 10:26).

Who knew that Pope John Paul 1l would
have greater successin deceiving theworld
after his death than during his 26-year pon-
tificate? Who knew the global mediawould
become hiswilling partner in spreading his
perverted theology? Through non-stop tele-
vision coverage, the pope's church became
the world's stage. All eyes were focused on
the St. Peter's Basilica, the very church that
was financed with the filthy lucre obtained
from the sale of God's forgiveness through
indulgences. Its princes enjoyed the media
spotlight as they piously masqueraded in
their purple and scarlet robes as "ministers
of righteousness." They successfully cast
aspell over the TV audience with the splen-
dor or their rituals and the pomp and pag-
eantry of their pagan traditions. The mag-
nificence and grandeur of this corrupt reli-
gion bewitched much of the gullible world
into believing thisiswhat Christianity isall
about. Thousands of hopelessly deceived
people stood in long lines for aslong as 18
hours to venerate a dead man with arosary
in his hands and a twisted crucifix by his
side. The idolatrous veneration and adora-
tion of Pope John Paul 11 was unprecedented.
Hiselaborate and theatrical funeral wassaid
to be the largest in human history.

Thedeath of Pope John Paul 11 hasprovided
aglimpse of where"Christianity" isheaded
in the future. Post modern church leaders
have replaced truth and discernment with
pluralism and tolerance. Evangelicals and
Catholics together have publicly praised

John Paul asagodly and holy spiritual leader.
(see Paope on page 2)
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Year after year he was the most loved and
admired man in the world. This should not
surprise us. Jesussaid "theworld would love
itsown" but hate those whom He chose out
of the world (John 15:19). He also warned,
"Woeto you when al men speak well of you"
(Luke6:26). Thegullibleworld respondedin
the samefashion it will when the man of [aw-
lessness is revealed. "God will send upon
them adeluding influence so that they might
believe what is false, in order that they all
may bejudged who did not believethetruth”
(2Thes 2:11-12).

Judging the Pope's Gospel

Only God can judge John Paul's heart but all
Christiansareall called to judge every man's
teachings. The apostle John warned us: "Do
not believe every spirit, but test the spirits
to see whether they are from God; because
many false prophets have gone out into the
world" (1 John 4:1). John Paul'sfalseteach-
ings are clearly exposed by the new Cat-
echism of the Catholic Church (CCC) which
he endorsed in 1994. His damning gospel
was diametrically opposed to the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. Paul warned that anyone (in-
cluding himself or the pope) would be con-
demned if they were to preach another gos-
pel. Hewrote, if "weor an angel from heaven
should preach to you a gospel contrary to
that which we have preached to you, let him
be accursed" (Gal. 1:6). If apostles and an-
gels were to be accursed for preaching an-
other gospel how can the pope possibly es-
cape? Clearly the pope condemned himself
by perverting God's Gospel of gracewith ad-
ditional requirementsfor salvation.

If the Philippianjailer could have asked John
Paul what he must do to be saved (Acts
16:31), the popewould have responded with
his gospel: "You must have faith plus bap-
tism (CCC, 1256), receive the sacraments
(1129), do good works (2016), consumethe
Eucharist (1405), keep thelaw (2068), belong
to the Catholic Church (846) and have your
sins purged in purgatory” (1030). What a
contrast to Paul's clear response: "Believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be
saved" (Acts16:31). Paul madeit clear there
isonly one Gospel and anyonewho believes
another gospel has believed in vain (1 Cor.
15:1-4). Therefore, either the popewasright
and is in heaven as many evangelicals are
claiming, or those who believe the Gospel of
grace arewrong and destined for the eternal

lakeof fire.
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Few evangelicals have had the courage to
expose the pope's false gospel that shuts
the kingdom of heaven to those wanting to
enter. Clearly, there is no greater evil than
deceiving people about the eternal salvation
of their souls.

Eternal Truths Are Confirmed

As with anyone who passes into eternity,
the pope now knowsthetruth. He knows he
was never infallible, or holy, or the Vicar of
Christ. He knows there is no such place as
Purgatory. He now knows the gospel he
preached is leading over a billion people
down thewideroad to destruction. John Paul
may now be experiencing what therich man
in Luke 16 endured. Both of them once
dressed in purpleand finelinen and lived in
splendor every day. Whentherichmandied
and found himself tormented in the flames
of Hades, he begged the Father to send
someone to tell others the truth so they
would repent and not end up in the same
place. The pope may now be making thesame
request. What would he tell Catholicsif he
could return? | believe he would urge them
to trust Christ and HisWord over the teach-
ings and traditions of men. He would admit
that he was terribly wrong about entrusting
the church to Mary's protection. John Paul
would tell his flock that Jesus indeed fin-
ished thework of redemption 2000 yearsago
and His one offering is necessary and suffi-
cient to save sinnerscompletely and forever.

Who Did John Paul Represent?

John Paul said he represented Jesus Christ,
yet he lived in stark contrast to the Savior
who had no place to lay His head. On sev-
eral occasions he denied that Jesus was the
only way to the Father. He foolishly pro-
claimed: “If Godistheonetrue God, Hemust
saveall people” (Vatican Info Service, 4/21/
99). A year later he pronounced: "All who
seek God withasincere heart, including those
who do not know Christ and His church,
contribute to the building of His kingdom”
(Vatican Info Service, 12/6/00). He also de-
nied the sufficiency of Christ's sacrifice by
declaring punishment for sin could be remit-
ted “by abstaining from unnecessary con-
sumption (of tobacco or alcohol) and donat-
ing a proportionate sum of money to the
poor" (VIS, 9/29/99). His perverted theology
was also reflected in this pronouncement:
“Hell is not a punishment imposed by God,
but the condition resulting from attitudes and
actionswhich peopleadoptinthislife’ (De-
troit News 7/28/99). When he addressed

(See_Pope on page 8)

The Ministry of
Proclaiming the Gospel

OUR PURPOSE
Theministry wasestablishedin 1991 andis
incorporated in the State of Texas asanon-
profit 501(c)(3) corporation for the purposes
of: 1) glorifying, honoring and serving the
Lord Jesus Christ by proclaiming His Gos-
pel of man'sredemption with clarity, convic-
tion and consistency; 2) providing evange-
listic training and resources with an empha-
sison biblical integrity; 3) exposing any doc-
trines that oppose or nullify the Gospel of
grace so that people can discern truth from
error, avoid deception and cometo aknowl-
edge of truth; 4) contending earnestly for
the faith against the agents of compromise
who suppress doctrinal truth for the sake of
ecumenical unity; 5) encouraging and sup-
porting former Roman Catholics who may
befeeling asense of guilt, ostracism or per-
secution from their family or friendsfor leav-
ing the Catholic religion and culture.

OUR METHOD

Inaspirit of loveand humility, weteach evan-
gelistic seminars, conferences and work-
shops to train and encourage Christians to
be effective withesses to Roman Catholics
and otherswho may belost intheir religion.
We also offer resources designed to teach,
equip and encourage othersto labor in this
huge mission field.

OUR NEWSLETTER
Proclaiming the Gospel's bi-monthly news-
letter is designed to extend the purposes of
the ministry throughout the world. The edi-
tor is Evangelist Mike Gendron, agraduate
of Dallas Theological Seminary and a former
Roman Catholic of over 34 years.

OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH
Jesus Christ, fully God and fully man, satis-
fied the righteous justice of God by paying
the complete penalty for sin when He died
as man’s substitute on Calvary's cross. Any
person who repents and receives Jesus
Christ as their Lord and Savior by grace
through faith in Hislife, death and resurrec-
tion, ceasing to trust in anything else for
salvation, becomes a child of God and re-
celvesthegift of eternal life, which can never
be revoked.

OUR PROVISION
Everything we do is made possible through
the prayers and financial support of those
who share our burden for the lost. We rec-
ogni ze the sacrifices God's people make to
sustain our work and pledge to use these
resources effectively and efficiently. Dona-
tions (except for products) aretax deductible.
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Last Fatima Messenger
Dies in Her Convent

Catholic priest Nicholas Gruner reported the
death of Sister Lucy on February 13 at the
age of 98 in Portugal with this message:

"We now have a most powerful new advo-
catein heaven. Whilewemourn Sister Lucy’s
lossto us, we take great comfort in remem-
bering Our Lady'spromiseto her at Fatima:
“1 will never forsake you! My Immaculate
Heart will be your refuge and will lead you
to God.” Our Lady also said: “ Jesuswishes
to make Meknown and loved. Hewishesto
establish in the world devotion to My Im-
maculate Heart. Whoever embracesthisde-
vation, | promisesalvation.” Wewill depend
deeply on this new advocate who stands
before the throne of God as a protector of
all those who love and serve her Immacu-
late Heart. Devotion to Mary’s Heart isthe
“goldenKey” by whichwewill all beled to
God and the world saved from destruction.

Sister Lucy suffered mightily, aholy victim
of persecution and ridiculefor thismessage.
Now our goal is to have a book on Sister
Lucy in the hands of 100,000 Catholics by
the Feast of Our Lady's Assumption. We'll
obviously need every single Rosary you
can say and whatever financial help you
can give."

Will Evangelical Leaders
Also Promote Gibson's
Next Movie?

First Mel Gibson made " The Passion of the
Chrigt" - now he's planning to makeamovie
about themiracle of Fatima. Hewill bringto
lifethe story of three peasant children who
were said to have been given a prophetic
vision of the future by the Virgin Mary at
Fatima, Portugal, in 1917. Thefollow-upto
last year's gory depiction of Christ's cruci-
fixion comes after Gibson met with one of
the trio, Sister Lucia, before her death at
age 98 last month. Lucia and her cousins,
Jacintaand Francisco, had avision of Mary
that many believe predicted World War 11,
trouble in Russia and the shooting of Pope
John Paul 11. Gibson arranged for a projec-
tor and copy of "The Passion" to be
brought to the Carmelite nun's convent. He
did this because members of her order are
not allowed to leave the convent. (NY Post,
3/6/05)

Quick Quotes

"False gods, attempts to represent the true
God, and indeed, all material things which
are worshipped, are so much filth upon the
face of the earth, whether they be crosses,
crucifixes, virgins, wafers, relics, or eventhe
Pope himself. We are by far too mealy
mouthed about these infamous abomina-
tions: God abhors them, and so should we.
To renounce the glory of spiritual worship
for outward pomp and show is the height of
folly, and deserves to be treated as such."
Charles Spurgeon (The Treasury of David)

"A man who deludes other people, by de-
grees comes to delude himself. The deluder
first makes dupes of othersand then becomes
a dupe to himself. | should not wonder but
what the pope really believes that heis in-
fallible, and that he ought to be saluted as
"hisholiness." It must have taken hima good
time to arrive at that eminence of self-de-
ception, but he has gotten to that by now,
and everyone who kisses his toe or hand
confirms him in this insane idea. Charles

Spurgeon (MTR, val. 21, pg. 413)

Where Mike Is Speaking

Apr. 29-31 Immanuel Baptist Church
Sheboygan, WI (920) 458-4979
May 8 Grace Community Church
McKinney, TX (972) 562-4253
May 21 Steeling the Mind Bible Conf.
SantaBarbara, CA (800) 977-2177
May 23 First Southern Baptist Church
Claremont, CA (858) 560-6065
May 25 The Rock Church
San Diego, CA (619) 226-7625
June 2-4 Calvary Chapel Tri City
Tempe, AZ (480) 345-6200
(conference will be broadcast live
on Calvarychapeltricity.com)
June5 TheBridge Community Church
Mesa, AZ (480) 358-9851
June 12 Cornerstone Bible Church
Lubbock, TX (806) 783-9551
Aug. 27 Steeling the Mind Bible Conf.
Denver, CO(800) 977-2177

To schedule Mike Gendron to speak at
your church or event, contact him at:
phone: (972) 495-0485
e-mail: ptg@pro-gospel.org

Benedict XVI Brings to
Mind Benedict IX

Pope Benedict XV was elected as the ol d-
est pontiff in 275 years and the first Ger-
manic pope in aimost a millennium. The
choice of the papal name"Benedict" by Jo-
seph Ratzinger isindeed a curious one that
has historical German connections.

The Catholic Encyclopediagivesadetailed
history of another Pope Benedict. It reveals
Benedict IX wasashameful disgracetothe
Chair of Peter. His father placed him upon
the papal throne when he was twenty in
October, 1032. Twelve years later, he was
driven from the throne because of the dis-
solute life he was leading. An "antipope”,
Sylvester 111, was elected in his place but
Benedict expelled him and took back the
throne in the same year.

Later Benedict I X resigned his officeto get
married and sold the papal thronefor alarge
sum of money to John Gratian who became
Gregory V1in 1045, Benedict later attempted
to depose Gregory and regain the papacy.
King Henry I11 had tointerveneto settlethe
papal mess. He decided to depose all three
contenders: Benedict, Sylvester, and Gre-
gory. A German bishop named Suidger was
then elected as Pope Clement II. After
Clement's speedy demise, Benedict once
again seized thethronein November, 1047.
A year later he was driven from the throne
to make way for a second German pope,
DamasuslI.

In spite of the colorful history of Benedict
IX, Pope Benedict XV has pledged to work
to unify all Christians and to reach out to
other religions. He hasmadeit clear that his
pontificatewill closely follow thetrajectory
of his predecessor, Pope John Paul 1. The
new pope said he wanted to continue “an
open and sincere dialogue”’ with other reli-
gionsand would do everything in his power
to improve the ecumenical cause. His mes-
sage was clearly designed to show that he
was intent on following many of the
groundbreaking paths charted by John Paul,
including histotal trust in the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary. Benedict XVI proclaimed: “In
support of thispromise, | invoke the mater-
nal_intercession of Mary Most Haly, in
whose hands | place the present and the
future of my person and of the Church. May
the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul, and all
the saints, also intercede."
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Seeking His Truth

Letters
tothe
Editor

¥ —

How dare you assume you know whether
the Pope was saved or not! The fact that
you pass judgment on this good and holy
man only indicatesthat you are the onewho
worksfor the enemy! Your ministry started
in 1991 and you think 14 years can compare
to the 2000 year history of the Church?
Shameonyou! You lead people astray. Your
attitude is evil and it pushes potential con-
vertsaway from Christianity. Yours sect can
only criticize and bad-mouth other religions
because you have no leg to stand on!
Anonymous

Thanks so much for setting apart time to
cometo Honduras and minister to my people
on subjects of such importance in Central
America. | expressthisinview of livingina
country where our Catholic Cardinal was a
strong candidate for the new Vatican Pope.
| thank God this did not happen, because
the Roman Catholic Church already is a
strong influence in the decision making in
Honduras. | am very impressed with the
knowledge and the wealth of information
that you shared. Also the wisdom the Lord
has granted you and Jane to minister so ef-
fectively to so many. You did it with bold-
ness and character under the guidance of
theHoly Spirit. Blessingsin the name of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

D.E., San Pedro Sula, Honduras

How sick and perverted you are. Anyone
who does not agree with their church just
startstheir own. Likeyou, they becometheir
own "pope." | left the Catholic Church for
several years and explored many churches
until | realized they can't all beright. After |
studied church history, I came back home
to the faith established by Christ.

Chris, Internet

If you would study the Bible as you did
Church history, perhaps God will open
your heart to the true faith that was once
delivered to the first century saints (Jude
3). Like you, all of us will be accountable
to God for what He has revealed to us
through His infallible word and majestic
creation (Rom. 1:18-32). Keep in mind that

religion is what man says God says. The
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o’
Bible is what God says. The Bible is your
only objective source for knowing what to
believe and what to reject (2 Tim. 3:16).

Asonewhowashorninto alarge RC family
(10kids) and thefirst to cometo Christ at 17
(after Catholic schoals, altar boy and Mass
lector) | consider your work just priceless. |
found your sitewhilelooking for someirenic
way to show my deep disgust with thetreat-
ment given the dead pope by afawning evan-
gelical world -- like adead Pharaoh!

D.Z., Texas

| just love your newsletter! It occurred to
methat the RC churchisvery much likethe
Judaizers back in the days of Paul. They
kept all the old traditions and harassed Paul
for not doing so. Then, your last newsl etter
came and | was amazed. It is exactly as |
thought. | am truly saddened by peoplewho
are so bound by the laws that they've never
experienced the freedom that is in Christ
Jesus. | have many friends who are still in
bondage - especially to the Eucharist. |
never have to wait for a priest to make an
offering to bring Christ into my life. My
prayer isthat many Catholic hearts will be
troubled and stirred up enough to get them
into the Bible. My mother is scared stiff to
even open the Bible becausethey're still told
tolet thepriest explain! The movie"Luther"
isawonderful exampleof how the RC priests
are not true shepherds. When Luther was
sent to learn scripture, herealized how many
lieswere being forced upon the blind sheep.
M.N., Cary, NC

If you believed in an authority higher than
yourself for interpreting Scripture you would
not have any difficulty reconciling Tradi-
tionwith Scripture. When St. Paul saysthat
thereis one mediator between God and man
this does not exclude the possibility of sub-
ordinate mediators. Christ Himself used His
Apostles as subordinate mediators. St. Paul
understood this just as the Church has un-
derstood it for 2000 years. It is you, who
place al your trust in your own fallible in-
terpretation of the Bible, who is having the
problem. Who hasthe authority to interpret
Scripture? Isitevery manfor himself? Oris

there a higher authority to whom we must
look to properly interpret our reading of
Scripture? Every apparent contradiction you
drag out comparing Catholic tradition with
Scripture is in appearance only. In sub-
stance there is no contradiction. The error
ison the part of your own fallen judgment.
J.N., Internet

Jesus Christ is the One and only mediator
because Heistheonly Onequalified to rec-
oncile sinful man to Holy God. Heis man's
perfect God and God's perfect Man. Only
through His atoning death can a man'sre-
lationship with God be changed from one
of enmity and hostility to one of peace and
harmony. Jesus was both the priest and the
sacrifice. He revealed God's righteous de-
mands of the law and then provided the
means by which man can be reconciled to
God. Your attempt to justify Roman Catho-
lic Tradition by introducing "subordinate"
mediatorsistypical of Catholicswho refuse
to believe the plain and literal meaning of
Scripture. When Catholics stand before
God, they will not be able to use the ex-
cuse: "I believed the Magesterium's inter-
pretation therefore | should not be pun-
ished." The word of God warns us repeat-
edly not to put our trust in man (Jer. 17:5-
8; Psalm 118:8; 146:3; Acts 17:11). Paul
warned us not to trust other interpreters
(Acts 20:29-31). He wrote: "[by] declara-
tion of the truth we commend our selves to
everyone's conscience in the sight of God"
(2 Cor. 4:2). | pray that you will study the
word of God carefully and reject anything
that stands opposed to it. If you choose in-
stead to reject the Word and hold to your
tradition, the Word will judge you on the
last day (John 12:48).

Six yearsago, | trusted my Lord and Savior,
and renounced the lies of Catholicism. We
are very interested in having you back to
teach/preach the truth about Catholicism.
So many Protestants don't seem to want to
know this, because then they would be ac-
countable. But there are some who do want
to learn how to evangelize Catholics. | was
29 before someone cared enough about my
salvationto offend mewith thetruth. Praise
God hedid. He offended the hell out of me!
Thank God for your ministry. Itisone of few
which addresses the truth about Catholi-
cism. We cannot be tolerant of itslies and,
at the sametime, say we love Catholics.
B.M.,KY

Your piece on Pope John Paul Il isjunk. He
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was agenuine holy man. You seem to imag-
ine heaven will be like one of your church
picnics. Not so, you will see people of many
stripes there. Then you will know Truth.
Tony, Internet

It is so sad that you are so anti-Cathalic.
Your little church ministry is one of tens of
thousands founded by men. The Catholic
Church wasfounded by Jesus Christ. | sug-
gest that you research the Church to find
the Truth. Many are coming back to the
Church and coming into the fullness of the
salvation. Thisincludes many former min-
istersfrom over 60 Denominations! Many
of them at one time were extremely anti-
Catholic until they read books from Doc-
tors of the Church. Jesus established Peter
and the papacy as the spiritual leaders for
his Church. He knew in his Wisdom that
many would wander aimlessly with little
churches springing up like dandelions each
touting that they have the truth. | pray for
your soul!

C. T, Internet

Whenever | bear witness of the sufficiency
and finished work of Jesus Christ to Ro-
man Catholic priests, they try to persuade
me, as you have done, to come home to
Romefor thefullness of salvation. | tell them
as | proclaim to you, that because Christ
has saved me | now have: 1) the complete
forgiveness of sins; 2) a permanent right
standing before God; 3) the assurance of
eternal life and 4) the power to live a vic-
torious life (Col. 2:13-14; Heb. 10:14; 1
John 5:4,13). If you continueto believe and
adhereto the teachings of your church you
will never possess these spiritual gifts of
God'sgrace. It istime for you to exchange
your religion for a trusting relationship
with the Lord Jesus and then you too can
enjoy the true fullness of salvation.

Thank you for speaking the truth about the
pope. The world might call it hateful, but
theBiblecallsit Truth.

M.W,, Canada

As a Christian, you ought to show more
understanding of Catholics. It is asign of
weakness to build one's faith by defaming
the faith of another. We share many beliefs
and can reach mutual agreement by promot-
ing love and understanding, tolerance and
mutual respect. Protestant |eaders have ap-
plauded the pope's legacy that advanced
ecumenism. They have praised his efforts
to foster greater Christian unity and fight

theglobal culturewars. That'snot falsewor-
ship. That'srespect. Your commentsare hate-
ful and ignorant of the Bible.

M.P, Internet

| just wanted to say it is encouraging to
know therearedtill red Biblebdieving Chris-
tians out there and | am thankful your site
has the backbone and spiritual integrity to
stand up and say what is doctrinally sound.
So many people are confused about the
Gospel. Thisisaset up for the last days.
Paul W, Internet

Thank you for encouraging me and my
friend who came out of the Catholic Church
by proclaiming the truth and exposing their
false teachings. You model Paul, loving the
Lord more than wanting to please people.
You present thetruth to set peoplefree (John
8:32). Keep up the good work!

L.T. Yreka, CA

Recently, | left my purpose driven church
due to it's worldly driven compromise. In
going back to the Bible and church history,
| learned morethan | ever didin church, es-
pecially about Antichrists which were well
known by the Reformation martyrs. Having
read some of your articles, you seemto have
knowledge of the Reformation and therole
of the Roman Catholic Church in history.
Doyou know achurchinmy areathat isnot
afraid to preach the truth and offend unbe-
lievers with the offense of the cross?

J. T., Mesquite, TX

I commend you for examining everything
carefully and being a good Berean (1 Thes.
5:21; Acts 17:11). It is getting more and
moredifficult to find churchesthat resemble
the apostolic churches of the first century.
The apostles were strong, bold, fearless,
dogmatic, intolerant and unaccommodat-
ing of sin and error. They were inflexible
concerning the Gospel, controversial, of-
fensive to those who were offensive to God
and devoted to Christ. The twenty-first cen-
tury, post-modern church in America has
been influenced by leaders who are prag-
matic, ecumenical, gullible, politically cor-
rect and tolerant of doctrinal error and sin.
Many church leaders are choosing to get
on board with the latest fad while avoid-
ing the offense of the Gospel. Their minis-
triesare compromised by self-serving agen-
dasandtheir desireto please men over God.
In your search for a church home, look for
a fellowship of Christians who faithfully
teach and submit to the Word of God while

exalting the Lord Jesus Christ in worship
and sound doctrine. Seek a church whose
| eader ship demonstrates discernment in the
content and practice of the apostolic faith.
Find an assembly of believers where
Christ'slast command istheir first concern
and wher e you can serve the body with your
spiritual gifts.

You put into wordswhat | feltin my heart. |
could not watch the thousands of people
amassed in Rome without weeping for them.
To hold the pope up in such honor made me
feel sick. He had such power and he abused
it so completely by leading the people of
hisflock down the road to everlasting dam-
nation. Thank you for having the courage
to speak out against such great sin.

J.U,, Canada

Thank you for speaking the truth about the
life and death of John Paul 11! He has been
revered by so many and yet he spread a
counterfeit gospel. Yes, it is sad to see so
many "professing” Christiansunabletodis-
cerntruth fromerror and the counterfeit from
thereal thing! We appreciateyou telling the
truth in love and most importantly, using
God's word to correct and rebuke, not your
own. Anyone who reads your newsletters
will hear the gospel message very clearly
proclaimed! Your ministry isvery appropri-
ately called "Proclaiming the Gospel", which
is what you are so faithful to do! We just
want to exhort you and encourage you to
continue on in spite of the opposition you
face! Christ also experienced lots of oppo-
sition to the truth and said we should ex-
pect the sameif wefollow Him.

J. & S B., Rowlett, TX

Thanks for the article on John Paul I1. You
are very careful about what you write and
that isgood. | sent it to my church but they
don’'t want to offend anybody in our “Pur-
pose Driven Church.” | guesswe'll just let
Catholics dlip off into a Christless eternity
rather than warn them of the wrath to come.
J.T., Soux Falls, SD

Please submit questions or comments to:
Mike Gendron
Proclaiming the Gospel
PO. Box 940871
Plano, TX 75094
e-mail: ptg@pro-gospel.org
web ste: www.pro-gospel.org
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Blueprint for Cover-up?

An Eyewitness News investigation reveals
secrets at the highest level of the Catholic
Church. The investigators obtained a 1962
Vatican document that directs church lead-
ers how to handle sex abuse cases. It indi-
cates the secrecy surrounding these cases
started at thetop. Wetalked to Richard Sipe,
aformer Catholic priest and expert on the
church sex abuse scandal. He callsthe 1962
Vatican document a blueprint for cover-up
and saysit's adocument that demands even
victimsremain silent. Sipe saysthe Vatican
document threatensto excommunicate any-
one who violates the oath of secrecy. (Min-
neapolis-St. Paul Sky5Max, 3/3/05)

Benedict XVI Charged with

Obstruction of Justice

Pope Benedict XVI faces claims he 'ob-
structed justice' by sending an order to en-
sure the church's investigations into child
sex abuse claims must remain secret. Theor-
der wasmadein aconfidential |etter, obtained
by The Observer, which was sent to every
Catholic bishopin May 2001. It asserted the
church's right to keep the evidence confi-
dentia for up to 10 years after the victims
reached adulthood. Breaching the pontifical
secret at any time carries penalties, includ-
ing thethreat of excommunication. Lawyers
acting for abusevictimsclaimit wasdesigned
to prevent the allegations from being inves-
tigated by the police. They accuse Ratzinger
of committing a'clear obstruction of justice'.
(The UK Observer, 4/24/05)

Ancient Ritual Coming Back
The ancient Roman Catholicritual inwhich
someone continuously adoresthe Eucharist,
the wafer at the heart of the Catholic Mass,
is making a comeback. The practice known
as "perpetual adoration" was once the pur-
view of nuns and monks, but now is avail-
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able for the faithful. They stare straight at
the Eucharist, the blessed bread Catholics
believe is the body of Jesus which is en-
shrined in aglass case flanked by flickering
candles. Throughout the Roman Catholic
church's long history, perpetual adoration
hasrarely been widespread, soit isastound-
ing that it's made a resurgence in Minne-
sota. Parishionerscall it miraculous. In 1991,
the pope began perpetual adoration at the
Vatican and urged parishes everywhere to
do the same. There are now 728 adoration
chapels in the United States, according to
the Real Presence Association of Chicago, a
Catholic nonprofit that tracks and promotes
adoration (AP, 3/4/05).

Radio Host Fired for

Comments on Pope
Anevangelical Christian talk show host who
questioned the beliefs of the Catholic church
and entertained a caller's question about
whether the late Pope John Paul |1 would go
to heaven hasbeen fired. Marty Minto, 39, a
senior pastor at a New Castle church, was
fired Friday after three years as a host on
WORD-FM in Pittsburgh. He said he was
told that he was alienating listeners. "l was
doing what I've always done on theradio --
look at eventsaround theworld from abibli-
cal perspective," said Minto who is also se-
nior pastor of the 100-member Turning Point
Community Church. Last week, Minto ques-
tioned some of the Catholic church'sbeliefs,
such as purgatory. Chuck Gratner, the gen-
eral manager of the station said, "WORD-
FM needsto function in this city in support
of the entire church -- that means everybody
-- and not focus on denominational issues."
(AP 4/14/05)

Annulments Are Soaring
The Vatican said Tuesday requests for mar-
riage annulments have been soaring, with
one cardinal lamenting that some Roman

Catholics view them as a kind of church-
sanctioned equivaent of divorce. For theyear
2002, there were 56,000 requests for annul-
mentsand 46,000 of them were granted. Rea-
sonsfor nullifying amarriageincludeimpo-
tence, refusal by a spouse to have children,
and psychological immaturity at the time of
marriage. Critics contend the last reason is
frequently interpreted too widely. Annul-
ments are attractive to divorced Catholics
who remarry. The church bars divorced
Catholicswho remarry from receiving com-
munion, unless they abstain from sex with
their new spouses. (YahooNews, 2/8/05)

New Abuse Allegations Arise
Roman Catholic bishopsinthe United States
said they have received 1,092 new allega
tions of sexual abuse against at least 756
priests and deacons. Last year, the bishops
released astatistical review that found 4,392
priests had been accused of molesting chil-
drenin 10,667 cases between 1950 and 2002.
(CBC News, 2/18/05)

Rosary For Non Catholics
American soldiersin Irag have been asking
for rosaries but none of the soldiers have
been Cathoalic. Episcopd priest JmBurnssaid
the rosary appealed to the soldiers because,
Cathalicor not, "whenyou arein harm'sway,
you want a talisman." The story is one of
many pointing to growing interest among
Protestantsin the rosary. Therosary figures
in Protestant retreats and classes focusing
on prayer and contemplative practices. The
Catholic rosary is a centuries-old devotion
that involves repeating a series of prayers,
mostly "Hail Marys'. Terry Ziegler, co-owner
of Catholic Art & Giftsin Farmers Branch,
Texas, said Protestant customerswill some-
timesask, "Canyou sl mearosary if I'm not
aCatholic?' Hisreply: "If you've got cash or
a credit card, sure." Ziegler believes when
Pope John Paul 11 declared 2003 a"Year of
the Rosary", he boosted awareness among
Catholics and non-Catholics. Debra
Farrington teachesthe rosary at her Episco-
pal church as part of classes on contempla-
tive prayer. Shesaid "It'sawonderful medi-
tative practice and becomes more and more
meaningful the more you do it." Farrington
believes Protestants are getting more inter-
ested because praying the rosary involves
using the body. "You're holding and moving
the beads," she said. "It's like walking the
labyrinth. People don't want to just live in
their headsanymore." (DalasMorning News,
2/26/05)
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with check payable to:

Proclaieeflug
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(972) 495-0485
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PROCLAIMING THE GOSPEL RESOURCES

BOOKS

Preparing Catholics For Eternity. Hun-
dreds of questions are
answered with theauthor-
ity of God'sWord. Learn
how to witness effec-
tively by using the Bible
as the supreme authority
L for truth. Experience the
% joy of seeing loved ones
grow in grace and truth
after being set free!
Code: BPCE, Sug. Don. $12

HOLICS

TS

MIKE GENDRON

New | Believe I n Jesusby John MacArthur.
Thestory of salvationinwordschildren, five
years and older can easily understand.
Code: BIBJ, Sug. Don. $15 (Hardback)

Tell the Truth by Will Metzger. By far the
best book availble for learning how to
present a Christ-centered Gospel and bibli-
cal integrity in witnessing. Includes a study
guidethat isexcellent for small group studly.
Code: BTELL, Sug. Don. $15

VIDEOS

M essagesfrom Heaven. With reports of de-
ceptive apparitionsof Mary ontheincrease,
thisis avaluable resource to share.

Code: VMESS, Sug. Don. $20

God and the Gushy Gospel. See why the
seeker-friendly gospel is so appealing and
why so many are compromising the Gospel.
Code: VGUSH, Sug. Don. $15

Contendingfor theFaith. Judeexhortsusto
contend against deceivers & apostates.
Code: VJUDE, Sug. Don. $15

Israel, Idam and TheVatican. Provocative
insights into their possible prophetic roles.
Code: VIV, Sug. Don. $15

The Coming One-World Religion. Papal
Rome'sgoal and strategy to unitetheworld.
Code: VWORLD, Sug. Don. $15

Catholicism - Apostolic or Apostate? The
departure from the faith of the apostles.
Code: VAPOST, Sug. Don. $15

Witnessing According to Paul. Let us re-
store biblical integrity to our witnessing.
Code: VWAP, Sug. Don. $15

Catholicism: Crisisof Faith. Former priests
and nuns, once on the broad road to de-
struction, explain how they found the nar-
row road that leadsto life. Alsoin Spanish.
Code: VCATH, Sug. Don. $20

DVDs

Each DVD contains two video Powerpoint
presentations. Description under VIDEOS.

M essagesFrom Heaven. The 79-minute mes-
sage is presented in 5 languages: English,
Spanish, Portuguese, Italian and Polish.
Code: DMESS, Sug. Don. $27

L uther. Historically accurate and inspiring.
A timely reminder of how L uther contended
for the faith against the powers of Rome.
Code: DLUTH, Sug. Don. $27

|srad, Idam and TheVatican and Contend-
ingfor theFaith.
Code: DIV, Sug. Don. $23

Jesusvs. jesusand Doctrinesof Demons. A
contrast between today's false Christs and
the Jesus of scripture.

Code: DJVJ, Sug. Don. $23

WeMust Tell CatholicsTheTruthand The
Coming One-World Religion.
Code: DTELL, Sug. Don. $23

Wheat CatholicsDon't Know and Roman Ca-
tholicism: Apostolic or Apostate?
Code: DWHAT, Sug. Don. $23

WitnessingAccordingto Paul and God and
theGushy Gospsdl.
Code: DWAP, Sug. Don. $23

TRACTS

Pocket Evangelism Kit
Code: PCARD, Sug. Don. $5

TheGreatest News. Thissix-pagetract pre-
sents the Gospel using only Scripture.
Code: PGNET, Sug. Don. 50for $8

HaveYou Ever Been Decelved? Only thetruth
can overcome deception. Also in Spanish.
Code: PHUBD, Sug. Don. 50 for $10

Catholicism: Scripturevs. Tradition. Our
most popular 16-panel tract. Alsoin Spanish.
Code: PTRAD, Sug. Don. 50for $10.

IsRoman Cathalic Christian an Oxymoron?
Objectively showsthe major differences.

Code: POXY, Sug. Don. 50for $8 vage 7
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"Beware of the false
prophets, who come
to you in sheep's
clothing, but
inwardly are
ravenous wolves."
(Matthew 7:15)

P.0.Box 940871
Plano, TX 75094

A Contrast of Two Men
Catholics Call Pope

The Apostle Peter

* an elder who submitted to Jesus as the
head of the Church (1 Pet. 5:1; Col. 1:18)

¢ taught we are born again through the
living, abiding Word of God (1 Pet. 1:23)

* taught eternal lifeisagift of grace and
secured by the power of God (1 Pet. 1:3-5)
* knew Jesuswastherock (1 Pet. 2:7-8)

¢ taught Jesus was the guardian of the
soulsin the church (1 Pet. 2:25)

* warned of false teachers who would

introduce destructive heresies and malign
thetruth (2 Pet. 2:1-2)

¢ taught salvation by faith in Jesus Christ
alone(Acts4:12)

e wasfalible(Gal. 2:11-14)

¢ refused adoration of men (Acts 10:26)

e shared common spiritual bond with
Chrigtians (1 Cor. 12:13).

John Paul I

* believed he was supreme head of the
Church with universal power (CCC 882)
e taught we are born again through the
ritual of baptism (CCC 1213)

e taught eternal lifeis attained by merit
and lost by mortal sin (CCC 2027, 1035)
* believed Peter wastherock (CCC 442)
e entrusted the souls of the church to
theVirgin Mary (12/8/90)

* became afalse teacher by perverting
the Gospel of grace and denying the
sufficiency of Jesus(CCC 969, 1129)

e taught salvation apart from Jesus
Christ (CCC 841)

¢ believed hewasinfallible (CCC 891)

* welcomed adoration of men

* shared common spiritual bond with
Muslims (speechin 1998)
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(Popefrom page 2)
Muslim leadersin 1998, he said there is"a
common spiritual bond that unites us."

John Paul has also been acclaimed asagreat
moral leader, yet hefailed to disciplineAmeri-
can Bishops for tolerating the detestable
sexual abuse of children by their depraved
priests. After Cardinal Bernard Law of the
Boston Archdiocese magnified the scandal
by protecting the guilty priests, John Paul
appointed him to a prestigious position in
the Vatican. Law's cover-up of the abuse of
over 600 children, which cost theBoston arch-
diocese more than $90 millionin settlements,
outraged many Catholics but not the pope.

The passing of John Paul |1 has opened up a
tremendous opportunity for Christianstotalk
about spiritual issues. Let us make the most
of this opportunity to speak thetruth inlove
and proclaim the Gospel with clarity and
completeness! Let us all seek the approval
of the One who purchased us with His pre-
cious blood! We must also earnestly con-
tend for the faith against everything that
stands opposed to God's word. May God
help us to be faithful in these times of great
deception and compromise!
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